


THE TABERNACLE Ark and Mercy Seat  Exo 25:10-22 
 

1 

Deu 10:1-2  “And I will write on the tables the words that were in the 
first tables which thou brakest, and THOU SHALT PUT THEM IN THE ARK”  

Called “the Ark of the 
Testimony” and “Ark of 
the Covenant” because 

the LAW was placed 
therein. 

 

READ: Psa 103:8-18 



Shittim wood—a symbol of human nature; man. This is important, as 
this “ark” contained the Law, which manifested the weakness of flesh.  
 

1Pet 2:24-25 “(Jesus) who his own self bare our sins IN HIS OWN BODY 
ON THE TREE, that we, BEING DEAD TO SINS, SHOULD LIVE UNTO 
RIGHTEOUSNESS: by whose stripes ye were healed” (Gal 3:13) 
 

Gal 3:13 “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, BEING 
MADE A CURSE FOR US: for it is written, CURSED IS EVERY ONE THAT HANGETH 
ON A TREE”  
 

• The Law was “holy, just, good.” The Law that was NOT “sin,” but 
manifested men’s nature/works as “exceeding sinful” (Rom 7:1-12) 

2 

Exo 25:10  And they shall make an ark of shittim wood: two 
cubits and a half shall be the length thereof, and a cubit 
and a half the breadth thereof, and a cubit and a half the 
height thereof.         (Humbled, shaped and beautified by God) 
Exo 25:11  And thou shalt overlay it with pure gold, within 
and without shalt thou overlay it, and shalt make upon it a 
crown of gold round about. (Not just outward, but inward affection) 
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Rom 8:3 “For what THE LAW COULD NOT DO, in that it was WEAK 
THROUGH THE FLESH, God sending his own Son in the likeness of 
sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh” 

The Law 

Mercy Seat 

WOOD/Gold 

PURE Gold 

Rom 7:7 “What shall we say then? IS THE LAW SIN? GOD FORBID. Nay, I 
had not known sin, but by the law: for I had not known lust, except 
the law had said, Thou shalt not covet…” 



� “As the ark was borne aloft by two staves, so the true Israel has 
been drawn from the two great families of humanity (Jew and 
Gentile), sustained by two great covenants of law and of grace (Heb 
8:12”—Expositor, pg 317 (also: Law and Prophets) 

 
 

� “The staves were placed in ‘the sides’ of the ark. Here the word is 
tsaloth, the feminine form of tsela rendered ‘rib’ in Gen 2:21. As 
the ark represented the glorified Redeemed, the use of this term 
points to the part of Adam that was taken from him to form his 
bride, an appropriate representative of the Bride of Christ in 
glory”—Expositor, pg 318 

 
 

Note: “staves” removed when Ark rested under Solomon (1Kin 8:7-8) 
 
 

The Ark Borne—proper understanding of “mercy” elevates “Law”! 
 

¾ Rom 3:31 “Do we then make void the law through faith? God 
forbid: yea, we establish the law” 4 

Exo 25:13  And thou shalt make staves of shittim wood, and 
overlay them with gold.  
Exo 25:14  And thou shalt put the staves into the rings by the 
sides of the ark, that the ark may be borne with them.  



Pure Gold—a symbol of victory over death, life and immortality (Rev 
4:4; 2:10; Est 8:15; 2Tim 4:8) 
 

Mercy Seat—Christ (Heb 4:15-16; 9:5; Lev 16:1-13) 
 

� “In type, Moses was shown that mercy transcends justice, that 
mercy is higher than Law. If it were not for divine mercy we would 
have no hope…To emphasize that salvation is dependent upon 
divine mercy, Moses was required to place the golden mercy seat 
above upon the ark containing the tables of stone. THE MERCY SEAT 
COVERING THE TABLES OF STONE SUGGESTS A COMBINATION OF MERCY AND 
TRUTH. These qualities are frequently linked together in the Word 
(Psa 25:10; 57:3; 61:7), for the provisions of divine worship (see 
Psa 85:10-11)”—Expositor, pg 322 5 

Exo 25:17  And thou shalt make a mercy seat of *pure gold: 
two cubits and a half shall be the length thereof, and a 
cubit and a half the breadth thereof… (pure character of Christ)  
Exo 25:21  And thou shalt put the mercy seat *ABOVE upon 
the ark; and in the ark thou shalt put the testimony that I 
shall give thee.     *Heb. “high, upward” 



Exo 25:22  And there I will meet with thee, and I will commune 
with thee FROM ABOVE the mercy seat, from between the two 
cherubims which are upon the ark of the testimony, OF ALL 
THINGS WHICH I WILL GIVE THEE IN COMMANDMENT unto the 
children of Israel.   (mercy seat—Heb. Kapporeth “to cover”) 

Mercy Seat Above The Ark—the Law was a “shadow of good things to 
come” (Heb 10:1); that is, that which would be fulfilled in the body or 
“substance” of Christ (Col 2:17 RV). The doctrine is clear: the Lord 
Jesus Christ is called the “mercy seat” (Heb 9:5), which is the same 
word translated “propitiation” where Yahweh would meet with us. 
 
 

Rom 3:25 “(Jesus Christ) whom God hath set forth to be a 
PROPITIATION through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness 
for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of 
God”  (1Joh 4:10) 
 

1Joh 2:1-2 “If any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous: And he is the propitiation for our sins: 
and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world” 6 



There I will Meet With Thee—the mercy seat was approached one 
day a year; the Day of Atonement. It was specifically applied for the 
forgiveness of sins based on Atonement. This is the fundamental 
teaching of the MERCY SEAT “above” the LAW or ARK— 
 
 

Lev 16:15 “Then shall he kill the goat of the sin offering, that is 
for the people, and bring his blood within the vail, and do 
with that blood as he did with the blood of the bullock, and 
sprinkle it upon the mercy seat, and before the mercy seat” 
 

• As the “mercy seat” was above the “Ark of the Testimony,” the 
Heavenly Father grants forgiveness to those that strive to obey 
His law, which is evidence of their love toward Him— 

 

Dan 9:4 “God, keeping the covenant and mercy to them that 
love him, and to them that keep his commandments” 
 

Deu 5:10 “Shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love 
me and keep my commandments” (Neh 1:5) 
 

• There is no mercy for the lawless, who refuse to obey God’s 
commandments. He “meets” with us on certain principles! 7 
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Exo 40:20 “And he took and PUT THE TESTIMONY INTO THE 
ARK, and set the staves on the ark, and put the mercy seat 
ABOVE upon the ark”    (above: met in the upper room) 
 

The Law 

Mercy Seat 

MERCY is based 
upon LAW 

MERCY is an 
elevation of LAW 

Psa 85:10  
“Mercy and 
truth ARE MET 
TOGETHER; 
righteousness 
and peace 
have kissed” 



• Mercy based upon a man’s character and countenance. 
 

Psa 32:1-2 “Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, 
whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man unto whom the 
LORD imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no 
guile” (Psa 51) 
 
 
 

Psa 15:1-5 “LORD, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who 
shall dwell in thy holy hill? He that walketh uprightly, and 
worketh righteousness, and speaketh the truth in his heart. He 
that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth evil to his 
neighbour, nor taketh up a reproach against his neighbour. 
In whose eyes a vile person is contemned; but he honoureth 
them that fear the LORD. He that sweareth to his own hurt, 
and changeth not. He that putteth not out his money to 
usury, nor taketh reward against the innocent. He that doeth 
these things shall never be moved” 
 
 

Isa 66:2 “To this man will I look, even to him that is poor and 
of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word”  9 



Rom 5:19  For as by ONE MAN's DISOBEDIENCE many were 
made sinners, so by the OBEDIENCE OF ONE shall many 
be made righteous.  Adam/Christ: The two federal heads 
Rom 5:20  Moreover the law entered, that the offence 
might abound. But where sin abounded, grace did much 
more abound:  Jas 2:13 “mercy triumphs over judgment” RSV  

• The scriptural pattern of Law and Grace represents the two 
necessary stages of the atonement; the latter prevailing over 
the former ONLY when the purpose of the Law is recognized. 

 

• When Adam and Eve were exposed in the nakedness and 
shame of sin, they tried to cover themselves with “fig leaves” 
(Law), which God replaced with “coats of skin” (Grace). 

 

• The “ark” contained “the Law” of Moses,  but was literally 
covered by the “Mercy Seat.” The type is apparent. 

• There can be no understanding of Grace apart from the Law. 

The LAW and GRACE—  

10 



Joh 1:14  And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among 
us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only 
begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.  
Joh 1:15  John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This 
was he of whom I spake, He that cometh after me is 
preferred before me: for he was before me.  
Joh 1:16  And of his fulness have all we received, and grace 
for grace.  
Joh 1:17  For THE LAW WAS GIVEN BY MOSES, BUT GRACE 
AND TRUTH CAME BY JESUS CHRIST. 

• The Inspired Scriptures reveal the way in which God has made 
available the forgiveness of sins and the hope of life eternal. This 
includes the very detailed explanations of: the Law of Moses; 
the Law of Faith; Grace; Justification; the imputing of 
Righteousness; not imputing Sin; the Righteousness of God; and 
the Atonement. This follow is a general outline of those subjects. 11 



1. The Law of Moses Manifested Sin— 
 

Rom 7:6-13 “But now we are DELIVERED FROM THE LAW, 
that being dead wherein we were held; that we should 
serve in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the 
letter. What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. 
Nay, I had not known sin, but by the law: for I had not 
known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet.  
But sin, taking occasion by the commandment, wrought in 
me all manner of concupiscence. For without the law sin 
was dead. For I was alive without the law once: but when 
the commandment came, sin revived, and I died. And the 
commandment, which was ordained to life, I found to be 
unto death. For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, 
deceived me, and by it slew me…But sin, that it might 
appear sin, working death in me by that which is good; 
that sin by the commandment might become exceeding 
sinful” 12 



1. The Law of Moses Manifested Sin and Death— 
 

1Co 15:56 “The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin 
is the law” 
 

Rom 3:19-20 “Now we know that what things soever the 
law saith, it saith to them who are under THE LAW: that 
every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become 
guilty before God. Therefore by the deeds of the law there 
shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the 
knowledge of sin” (“they knew that they were naked” Gen 3:7) 
 

Rom 4:15 “Because the law worketh wrath: for where no 
law is, there is no transgression” 
 

Gal 3:19 “Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added 
because of transgressions, till the seed should come to 
whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by 
angels in the hand of a mediator” 
 

• “Sin” says John, “is the transgression of the Law” (1Joh 3:4-5). 13 



2. Perfect Obedience to the Law Impossible for man— 
 

Gal 3:10-11 “For as many as are of the works of the law are 
under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one that 
continueth not IN ALL things which are written in the book of 
the law to do them”  
 

Jas 2:10-11 “For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and 
yet offend IN ONE POINT, he is guilty of all. For he that said, 
Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not kill. Now if thou 
commit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become a 
transgressor of the law”  
 

Gal 5:3-4 “For I testify again to every man that is 
circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole law. Christ 
is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are 
justified by the law; YE ARE FALLEN FROM GRACE” 
 

• Because of weakness of the flesh, man could not fulfill obedience 
to the Law (Rom 8:3). Therefore, it was a condemnation to him. 14 



3. The Law was Not Against Righteousness— 
 

Gal 5:18-23 “But if ye be led of the Spirit, *ye are not under 
the law. Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which 
are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lascivious-
ness, Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred…they which do such 
things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. BUT the fruit 
of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there 
is no law”   (*condemnation of the Law) 
 

1Tim 1:8-10 “We know that the law is good, if a man use it 
lawfully; Knowing this, that the law is not made for a 
righteous man, but for the lawless and disobedient, for the 
ungodly and for sinners, for unholy and profane, for 
murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers…”  
 
 

• “The law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and 
good”—Rom 7:12. (the Law was about holiness and Yahweh) 15 



4. Christ Redeemed us from Condemnation of the Law— 
 

Gal 4:3-5 “Even so we, when we were children, were in 
bondage under the elements of the world: But when the 
fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, 
made of a woman, made under the law, To redeem them 
that were under the law, that we might receive the 
adoption of sons”  
 

Col 2:13-17 “And you, being dead in your sins and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together 
with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; Blotting out 
the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which 
was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to 
his cross…”  
 
 

Gal 3:13 “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, 
being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every 
one that hangeth on a tree” (Acts 13:38-39; Rom 10:1-5) 16 



5. Jesus Christ elevated the spirit of the Law— 
“As harsh as the judgments of the Law might appear, in the Christ 
covenant capital offenses are treated even more severely (Heb 
10:28-30). Therein unreasonable hatred is considered as equivalent 
to murder (1John 2:9,11; 3:15; 4:20); anger without due cause is 
treated as the intent to murder (Mat 5:21-22). The respect that the 
Law demanded of children towards parents is made subordinate to 
that due to Christ (Luke 14:26; Mat 10:37). The Law permitted 
retaliation in non-capital offences, but Jesus, whilst recognizing 
that the Law was just, asked that love and forgiveness prevail (Mat 
5:38-44). He warned that if his followers did not do so, the law of 
retaliation will be applied against them at the Judgment Seat (Mat 
7:1-2 cp. Rev 16:6; 18:6-7)…In short, the believer in Christ will apply 
the principles of the Law more stringently than the Mosaic Code 
required. He will go beyond the Law, and seek to apply the spirit of 
its commandments. Thus, in Christ, he is not so much delivered 
from the Law, as delivered from its curse; the Law remains as a 
guide and a teacher now”—HPM, Exodus Expositor, pg 270 17 



5. Christ did not relax, but elevated the spirit of the Law— 
 

• Mat 5:17-28 Law: Murder & Adultery—Christ: Hatred & Lust 
 

Heb 2:1-3 “Therefore we ought to give the more earnest 
heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we 
should let them slip. For if the word spoken by angels was 
stedfast, and every transgression and disobedience received 
a just recompence of reward; How shall we escape, if we 
neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be 
spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them 
that heard him”  
• Circumcision, Sabbath, altar offerings were all raised under Christ.  
 

Act 3:22-23 “Moses truly said unto the fathers, A prophet 
shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren, 
like unto me; him shall ye hear in all things whatsoever he 
shall say unto you. And it shall come to pass, that every soul, 
which will not hear that prophet, shall be destroyed from 
among the people” 18 



5. Christ did Not Relax, but Elevated the spirit of the Law— 
 

Heb 10:28-30 “He that despised MOSES' LAW DIED WITHOUT 
MERCY under two or three witnesses: Of how much sorer 
punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who 
hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted 
the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an 
unholy thing, and hath done despite unto THE SPIRIT OF 
GRACE? For we know him that hath said, Vengeance 
belongeth unto me, I will recompense, saith the Lord. And 
again, The Lord shall judge his people” (Heb 12:18-29) 
 

• The apostle emphasizes to “Hebrews” that condemnation is not 
softened under grace, but deferred to the Judgment Seat (2Cor 
5:10; 2Tim 4:1).  Consider the example of Ananias and Sapphira; 
smitten with death for “lying to the Holy Spirit” for “keeping  
back part of the price of the land” they sold to help others (Acts 
5:1-11). Had grace been easier, the Jews would have embraced 
it. Instead they were exposed as superficial (Mar 7:10-13). 19 



6. Christ touched the conscience above ritual— 
 

Heb 9:8-10 “The Holy Spirit this signifying, that the way 
into the holiest of all was not yet made manifest, while as 
the first tabernacle was yet standing: Which was a figure 
for the time then present, in which were offered both gifts 
and sacrifices, that could not make him that did the service 
perfect, as PERTAINING TO THE CONSCIENCE; Which stood 
only in meats and drinks, and divers washings, and carnal 
ordinances, imposed on them until the time of reformation”  
 

Mat 23:23 “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, 
and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, 
judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, 
and NOT TO LEAVE THE OTHER UNDONE” 
 

• Ceremony is intended to draw to the “conscience” the principle 
(Heb 9:14; 10:22; 1Pet 3:21). The Jews, however, used the “outward” 
to avoid that which was “within” (Mat 23:28)! 20 



6. Christ touched the conscience above ritual— 
 

• The ceremony we observe in the bread-wine must also go 
beyond the outward, and cannot be in lieu of “the spirit”— 

 

1Co 11:26-29 “For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink 
this cup, ye do SHEW the Lord's death till he come.  
Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this 
cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body 
and blood of the Lord. But let a man examine himself, and 
so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup. For he 
that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh 
damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's body” 
 

• “Unworthily” is better rendered “irreverently” (without 
consideration). Even the Law of Moses taught the same— 

 

1Sam 15:22 “And Samuel said, Hath the LORD as great 
delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the 
voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, 
and to hearken than the fat of rams” 21 



7. Mere ritual under the Law of Moses was condemned— 
 

Isa 1:4-17 “Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, 
a seed of evildoers, children that are corrupters: they have 
forsaken the LORD…To what purpose is the multitude of 
your sacrifices unto me? saith the LORD: I am full of the 
burnt offerings of rams, and the fat of fed beasts; and I 
delight not in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he 
goats…Bring no more vain oblations; incense is an 
abomination unto me; the new moons and sabbaths, the 
calling of assemblies, I cannot away with; it is iniquity, 
even the solemn meeting. Your new moons and your 
appointed feasts my soul hateth: they are a trouble unto me; 
I am weary to bear them…Wash you, make you clean; put 
away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes; cease 
to do evil; Learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the 
oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the widow” 
 

• (Psa 51:16-19; Ecc 5:1; Mic 6:6-8; Hos 6:6; Deu 10:16; Jer 6:10-20) 22 



7. Mere ritual under the Law of Moses was condemned— 
 

Ecc 5:1  “Keep thy foot when thou goest to the house of 
God, and be more ready to hear, than to give the sacrifice of 
fools: for they consider not that they do evil” 
 

Pro 21:3 “To do justice and judgment is more acceptable to 
the LORD than sacrifice”  
 
 

Psa 69:30-31 “I will praise the name of God with a song, 
and will magnify him with thanksgiving. This also shall 
please the LORD better than an ox or bullock that hath 
horns and hoofs”  
 
 

Jer 6:19-20 “Because they have not hearkened unto my 
words, nor to my law, but rejected it. To what purpose 
cometh there to me incense from Sheba, and the sweet cane 
from a far country? your burnt offerings are not acceptable, 
nor your sacrifices sweet unto me” 
 
 

 Personal Sacrifice—see David’s example: 2Sam 24:24 
23 



7. Law of Liberty is for Self-Inspection; Living The Word— 
 

James 1:21-27 “Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of 
naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is 
able to save your souls. But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers 
only, deceiving your own selves. For if any be a hearer of the word, 
and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a 
glass: (NIV, RV, AMP “mirror” a self-reflector) For he beholdeth 
himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what 
manner of man he was. But whoso looketh (trans “stoop down”) 
INTO THE PERFECT LAW OF LIBERTY, and continueth therein, he being not 
a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed 
in his deed. If any man among you SEEM TO BE RELIGIOUS, and bridleth 
not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man's RELIGION (Gk. 
outward, ceremonial) is vain. Pure religion and undefiled before God 
and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their 
affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world”  Psa 19:7 
 

The “law of liberty” (Gal 5:1) is based on deep personal inspection, 
then personal application, and servitude of others. Total selflessness. 24 



8. The Lord’s brethren to embody the spirit of the Law— 
 

Rom 12:1-2 “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 
And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed 
by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is 
that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God”  
 

• “That the righteousness of the Law might fulfilled in us, who walk not 
after the flesh, but after the spirit”—Rom 8:4 

 

1Pet 2:5 “Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual 
house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, 
acceptable to God by Jesus Christ” 
 

Heb 13:15-16 Sacrifices of praise, mercy toward brethren 
Phi 2:17 Sacrifce of service for the brethren 
1Cor 5:7-8 Keeping feast with unleaven of sincerity and truth 
Phi 3:3 Circumcision are those who worship God in spirit     
 Phi 4:18; Eph 5:1-2; Num 8:11; Heb 13:15 25 



Joh 3:17-21 “For God sent not his Son into the world to 
condemn the world; but that the world through him might 
be saved. He that believeth on him is not condemned: but 
he that believeth not is condemned already, because he 
hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of 
God. And THIS IS THE CONDEMNATION, that light is come 
into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, 
because their deeds were evil. For every one that doeth evil 
hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds 
should be reproved. But he that doeth truth cometh to the 
light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are 
wrought in God” (Sin must be manifest, confessed, Atoned For) 

Mat 5:17 “Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the 
prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil” (Isa 42:21) 
 
 

• The Lord was “giving the Law its true value” (Jer Bible). The 
exposure and confession of sin is critical for mercy to operate. 26 



9. Confession of Sin needed for  Mercy (it’s based on Law)— 
 

Pro 28:13 “He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but 
whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy” 
 

Psa 32:5 “I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine 
iniquity have I not hid. I said, I will confess my 
transgressions unto the LORD; and thou forgavest the 
iniquity of my sin. Selah” 
 

1John 1:8-10 “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse 
us from ALL unrighteousness. If we say that we have not 
sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us”  
 

• Under the Law, when a “sin through ignorance” was committed, 
and “came to his knowledge” a “sin offering” was prescribed to 
“make an atonement and it shall be forgiven him” (Lev 4). 

 

Mat 1:21 “And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call 
his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins”  27 



9. Acknowledgement of Sin the basis for forgiveness— 
 

Mat 9:11-13 “When the Pharisees saw it, they said unto his 
disciples, Why eateth your Master with publicans and sinners? 
But when Jesus heard that, he said unto them, They that be 
whole need not a physician, but they that are sick. But go ye and 
learn what that meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for 
I am not come to call the righteous, BUT SINNERS TO 
REPENTANCE.” Mercy is based upon bringing “sin” to “repentance” 
 

Dan 9:3-6 “I set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer and 
supplications, with fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes: And I prayed 
unto the LORD my God, and made my confession, and said, O 
Lord, the great and dreadful God, keeping the covenant and MERCY 
to them that love him, and to them that keep his commandments; 
We have sinned, and have committed iniquity, and have done 
wickedly, and have rebelled, even by departing from thy precepts 
and from thy judgments: Neither have we hearkened unto thy 
servants the prophets” 2Chr 6:24-25; Neh 9:1-38; 1:5; Exo 20:6; Deu 7:9 
 
 

When we minimize SIN, we minimize the greatness of MERCY! (Psa 103)! 



10. The Law of Moses directs us to the need for Christ— 
Gal 3:21-29 “Is the law then against the promises of God? 
God forbid: for if there had been a law given which could have 
given life, verily righteousness should have been by the law. 
But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the 
promise by FAITH of Jesus Christ might be given to them that 
believe. But before faith came, we were kept under the law, 
shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed. 
Wherefore THE LAW WAS OUR SCHOOLMASTER *TO BRING US 
UNTO CHRIST, that we might be justified by FAITH. But after 
that FAITH is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster. 
For ye are all the children of God by FAITH in Christ Jesus. 
For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put 
on Christ…if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and 
heirs according to the promise”   *RSV/others “until Christ” 
 

• While it is fundamentally true that the Law manifested a need 
for a Redeemer by revealing sin and death, the Law was added 
after the patriarchs, and therefore “until Christ.” 
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• If we belittle the magnitude of SIN we belittle the magnitude of 
MERCY. If we marginalize the grievousness of the OFFENSE, we 
depreciate the enormity of Divine LOVE and forgiveness.  

 

Luke 7:47 “Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved 
much: but to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little” 
 

The man that smote his breast at his own sin that was “justified,” 
not the Pharisee who declared his own righteousness (Luk 18:10-
14). This is the “great salvation” which Yahweh has extended to 
men condemned by sin (note the context of Heb 2:1-3). 
 
 

• After addressing the Law as manifesting sin as “exceeding sinful,” 
the apostle—through the Spirit—exclaims “O wretched man that I 
am! Who shall deliver me from the body of this death?” Then, 
declares “I thank God…” (Rom 7:24-25). A right understanding of 
this doctrine exalts Yahweh and His salvation, Who has not dealt 
with us according to our sin (Psa 103), but called us from darkness 
and death to glorious light and salvation; who “are now the 
people of God…(and) have obtained mercy” (1Pet 2:9-10)  30 



11. The Law of Faith: the forgiveness of Sins by Christ— 
 

Act 26:18 “To turn them from darkness to light…that they may 
receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which 
are SANCTIFIED BY FAITH that is in me”  
 

1Co 15:14-17 “If Christ be not risen, then is our preaching 
vain, and your faith is also vain…And if Christ be not raised, 
YOUR FAITH IS VAIN; YE ARE YET IN YOUR SINS” Gal 2:21 
 
 
 

¾ FAITH signifies Atonement through Christ (Jam 5:15; Gal 3:14-24). 
      By “faith” men’s “sins” were “forgiven” (Mat 8:5-10; 9:11-13; 22-29; 15:28) 
 
 
 

Rom 3:25-31 “Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation 
through FAITH IN HIS BLOOD, to declare his righteousness for 
the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of 
God; To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he 
might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus. 
Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of 
works? Nay: but BY THE LAW OF FAITH… Do we then make void 
the law through faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the law”  
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• Under Christ the higher “law of faith” prevails; requiring personal 
application of the conscience, giving allegiance to spirit of the Law. 

 

Act 13:37-39 “Through this man is preached unto you the 
forgiveness of sins: And by him all that believe are 
JUSTIFIED from all things, from which ye could not be 
justified by the law of Moses” 
 

• Justification means “to declare righteous.” Of course, we are 
not righteous; but this refers to the imputing of righteousness: 

 
 

Rom 4:21-25 “Being fully persuaded that, what he had 
promised, he was able also to perform. And therefore it 
was imputed to him for righteousness. Now it was not 
written for his sake alone, that it was imputed to him; But 
for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on 
him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead; Who was 
delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our 
justification” 32 



Rom 4:1-8 “For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed 
God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness. Now 
to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, 
but of debt. But to him that worketh not, but believeth on 
him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for 
righteousness. EVEN as David also describeth the 
blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth 
righteousness without works, Saying, Blessed are they 
whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered. 
Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin”  
 

• Both Abraham and David—WHOSE COVENANTS FORM THE PILLARS OF 
THE GOSPEL—were apart from the Law of Moses. Abraham 
justified before the Law was given, and David was condemned 
by the Law and therefore needed forgiveness outside the Law.  

 

• The principle of justification requires that God “count” our faith 
for “righteousness” and not “impute” our “sin.” This requires 
Faith be revealed in action (Jam 2:1-26)! 33 



12. Grace is not a license to continue in Sin— 
 

Rom 6:1-7 “What shall we say then? Shall we continue in 
sin, that grace may abound? GOD FORBID. How shall we, 
that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? Know ye not, 
that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were 
baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him 
by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also 
should walk in newness of life….Knowing this, that our 
old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be 
destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. For he 
that is dead is freed from sin”  
 

• Not “free” from obligation, but “free from the law of sin and 
death” Rom 8:2. This is the context of “free” throughout the 
Word; it represents a liberty from the “bondage” of sin’s 
condemnation (John 8:32-36; Rom 5:15-18; 6:18-22; 7:1-4; Gal 
4:26-31; 5:1). This is vital for our understanding of “grace”— 34 



12. Grace is not to be misused as lawlessness— 
 

Jude 1:3-4 “Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write 
unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me 
to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly 
contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the 
saints. For there are certain men crept in unawares, who 
were before of old ordained to this condemnation, 
ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into 
lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our 
Lord Jesus Christ”  
 
 

• Remember the context of Jude’s writing; which is often 
misquoted for a host of concepts. The context is an urgent and 
sober warning that salvation, under the banner of “grace,” will 
lead to lawlessness (Jude 1:5). The Mercy Seat was placed 
“above the ark,” or on top of the Ark, which contained The Law 
(Exo 40:20). Mercy is based upon Law. In other words, an open 
acknowledgement and confession of Law is required for Mercy. 
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12. Grace is not to be misused as lawlessness— 
 
 

• The size and parameters of the Mercy Seat should be 
considered.  It is very true, “if we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness” (1John 1:9). However, the principles of mercy 
do have their limits. “Go, and sin no more” (John 8:11).  

 

� “Some speak of the doctrine of grace as though obedience to 
the law is not required, forgetting that there is such a thing as 
the ‘law of Christ’ (1Cor 9:21)”—James to Jude, Expositor pg 197 

 

Gal 5:12-13 “I would they were even cut off which trouble 
you. For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use 
not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve 
one another” 36 

Exo 25:17  And thou shalt make a mercy seat of pure gold: 
two cubits and a half shall be the length thereof, and a cubit 
and a half the breadth thereof.  



o Mercy given to those who seek righteousness 
 

Hos 10:12-13 “Sow to yourselves in righteousness, REAP IN 
MERCY; break up your fallow ground: for it is time to seek the 
LORD, till he come and rain righteousness upon you.  Ye 
have plowed wickedness, ye have reaped iniquity…” 
 

Psa 85:10 “MERCY and TRUTH are met together; righteousness 
and peace have kissed.”     (Isa 16:5) 
 

2Tim 1:16-18 “The Lord GIVE MERCY unto the house of 
Onesiphorus; for he oft refreshed me, and was not ashamed 
of my chain: But, when he was in Rome, he sought me out 
very diligently, and found me. The Lord grant unto him that 
he may FIND MERCY of the Lord in that day: and in how many 
things he ministered unto me at Ephesus, thou knowest very 
well”  
 

• Paul’s appeal is for a faithful man who dedicated and sacrificed 
himself for the work of the Truth be given “mercy.” See Joab— 
1King 2:28-29 
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13. Life in Christ requires walking in Grace— 
 

Rom 6:14-17 “For sin shall not have dominion over you: for 
ye are not under the law, but under grace. What then? shall 
we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? 
God forbid. Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves 
servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; 
whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto 
righteousness? But God be thanked, that ye were the 
servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that 
form of doctrine which was delivered you. Being then 
made free from sin, ye became the servants of 
righteousness” 
 

• Grace is mercy without merit; providing forgiveness of sins 
(Eph 1:7; 2:5-7). Peter exhorts to “grow in grace”—2Pet 3:18. 

 

Eph 2:8-9 “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that 
not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest 
any man should boast”  38 



2Co 3:2-9 “Who also hath made us able ministers of the new 
testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter 
killeth, but the spirit giveth life. But if the ministration of 
death, written and engraven in stones, was glorious, so that 
the children of Israel could not stedfastly behold the face of 
Moses for the glory of his countenance; which glory was to 
be done away: How shall not the ministration of the spirit 
be rather glorious? For if the ministration of condemnation 
be glory, much more doth the ministration of righteousness 
exceed in glory” 
 

• The apostles dealt with two extremes: those who desired the 
external ritual of the Law (Gal 5:1-11); and those who used 
Grace to walk in a lawless manner (1Pet 2:16; 2Pet 2:19). 

• GRACE is more exacting, yet more forgiving for those who 
understand faith is a higher form of law, and thereby walking 
in the spirit of truth, applying, inwardly the principles of the 
Law of Christ. Thus, no man can claim righteousness by works. 39 



Two Subtle Errors: Law—Ritual…and…Grace—License 
 

Law: Judaism 
Superficial 
observance of 
outward ritual 
was emphasized 
to avoid the 
necessary inward 
inspection. The 
exaltation of 
ceremony was 
stressed to 
marginalize the 
principles it was 
intended to 
exhibit. 

Grace: Christianity 
An over emphasis 
of forgiveness 
was stressed to 
minimize sin 
based on the 
doctrine of 
mercy. However, 
grace is based 
upon confessing 
and repenting of 
sin. It is not a 
license to live 
freely to fleshly 
gratification. 

Truth In Christ Jesus 
The “spirit” of the Law 
is embraced concerning 

the conscience, and 
thereby the standard is 

raised by Christ. 
Justification by Faith is 

understood as 
redemption from the 
condemnation of the 

Law, while striving not 
to continue in sin under 
the misconception that 

Christ pardons 
lawlessness. 



13. New Covenant requires identifying with Christ  
 
 

1Pet 2:24 “Who his own self bare our sins in his own body 
on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto 
righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed” 
 
 

Eph 4:20-24 “If so be that ye have heard him, and have 
been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus: That ye put off 
concerning the former conversation the old man, which is 
corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; And be renewed in 
the spirit of your mind; And that ye put on the new man” 
 
 

Gal 5:24-25 “They that are Christ's have crucified the flesh 
with the affections and lusts. If we live in the Spirit, let us 
also walk in the Spirit”  
 
 
 

• Rom 8:1 “There is therefore now NO CONDEMNATION TO 
THEM WHICH ARE IN CHRIST JESUS, who walk not after 
the flesh, but after the Spirit”  41 



This is why it’s important to study the Law. All of the types and 
shadows of the Mosaic reveal the process of Law and Grace. 
 
 

Col 2:16-17 “Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in 
drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of 
the sabbath days: Which are a shadow of things to come; but 
the body is of Christ”  
 
 

• In a host of ways, the Law was a shadow of the process of Mercy 
following Law or condemnation of sin. For example, in the 
Nazarite Vow, when one “defiled” themselves and made void 
their vow, the “sin offering” was followed by a “burnt offering” 
to “make an atonement” (Num 6:11, 16). Thus, after sin was 
acknowledge, a rededication was permitted by God. This was 
the same pattern elsewhere (Lev 9:1-7; 10:19; Num 8:12) 

 
 

Lev 6:25 “Speak unto Aaron and to his sons, saying, This is 
the law of the sin offering: In the place where the burnt 
offering is killed shall the sin offering be killed before the 
LORD: it is most holy” 42 



The Law of Moses—Robert Roberts pg 23-24 
 
 

� “But though the covenant of Sinai is thus ‘done away in Christ’ 
(2Cor. 3:7-14; Col. 2:14), it is not done away in the sense of 
abolishing the excellent rules of action which that covenant 
enjoined. The new law in Christ, which believers come under, 
revives those rules IN A STRONGER AND MORE EFFICIENT FORM. Paul 
is very clear on this point, in which he is supported by the 
highest demands of reason. He enquires, ‘Shall we sin (that is, 
shall we do the things that the law forbids), because we are 
not under the Law but under grace?’ (Rom. 6:15). He meets 
this suggestion with an emphatic ‘God forbid.’ ‘Being made 
free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness’ 
(verse. 18). The new form of God’s wisdom in Christ is that 
‘THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE LAW MIGHT BE FULFILLED IN US, who walk 
not after the flesh, but after the spirit’ (Rom. 8:4).” 

 

� See also: Christendom Astray, pg 411, Law and Grace pg 11 



14. The Spirit of the Law—Not Outward, but Inward 
 
 

Rom 7:6-7 “But now we are delivered from the law, that 
being dead wherein we were held; THAT WE SHOULD SERVE 
IN NEWNESS OF SPIRIT, AND NOT IN THE OLDNESS OF THE 
LETTER. What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God 
forbid. Nay, I had not known sin, but by the law…” 
 
 

Mat 23:23-25 “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, 
and have omitted THE WEIGHTIER MATTERS OF THE LAW, 
judgment, mercy, and faith: THESE OUGHT YE TO HAVE 
DONE, AND NOT TO LEAVE THE OTHER UNDONE. Ye blind 
guides, which strain at a gnat, and swallow a camel. Woe 
unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make 
clean the OUTSIDE of the cup and of the platter, but WITHIN 
they are full of extortion and excess” 
 

Jews emphasized the outward ritual to avoid the inward principle.  44 



15. Deliverance from the Law by the Spirit of Christ 
 

Rom 8:1-5 “There is therefore now no condemnation to them 
which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but 
after the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus 
HATH MADE ME FREE from the law of sin and death. For what 
the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, 
God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and 
for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: That the righteousness of 
the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, 
but after the Spirit. For they that are after the flesh do mind 
the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the 
things of the Spirit” 
 
 
 
 

o Grace or mercy provides the power to deliver men from the 
condemnation of the Law “if” they live by the spirit of the Law 
and follow Christ. It is the “Law of Liberty” or “Law of Faith” by 
Christ (Rom 3:17; Gal 6:2; Jam 1:25) that makes men “free” from 
the Law of “sin” or “condemnation” (Rom 7:25). 45 



16. God Extends Mercy To Those Who Keep His Commands 
 
 

Deu 7:9 “Know therefore that the LORD thy God, he is God, 
the faithful God, which keepeth covenant and mercy with 
them that love him and keep his commandments to a thousand 
generations”   (repeated Deu 5:10; Dan 9:4; Neh 1:5) 
 
 
 

1Jn 5:1-3 “Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is 
born of God: and every one that loveth him that begat loveth 
him also that is begotten of him. By this we know that we 
love the children of God, when we love God, and keep his 
commandments. For this is the love of God, that we keep his 
commandments: and his commandments are not grievous”  
 

o Love of God can be measured by our obedience to His 
commandments: “If ye love me, keep my commandments” John 
14:15. “He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he 
it is that loveth me” John 14:21-23. 

o Thus, mercy is extended to those who have a contrite spirit or 
disposition, and tremble at His Word (Isa 66:2). 46 



Self Inspection—The Conscience 
 
 

Luke 18:11-14 “The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, 
God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, 
unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. I fast twice in the week, 
I give tithes of all that I possess. And the publican, standing afar off, 
would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon 
his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. I tell you, this 
man went down to his house justified rather than the other: for 
every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that 
humbleth himself shall be exalted”  
 
 
 

 

Mat 6:5-6 “When thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites 
are: for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the 
corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say 
unto you, They have their reward. But thou, when thou prayest, 
enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy 
Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall 
reward thee openly”   (self-examination: 1Cor 11:28) 47 



Self Condemnation—Those who refuse the process of Light 
 

Joh 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.  
Joh 3:17  For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn 
the world; but that the world through him might be saved.  
Joh 3:18  He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he 
that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not 
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.  
Joh 3:19  And this is the condemnation, that light is come into 
the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because 
their deeds were evil.  
Joh 3:20  For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, 
neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be 
reproved.  
Joh 3:21  But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his 
deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God.  48 



• Called in Knowledge—mental, change in mind 
• Moral Character—application in virtue, character 
• Change of Nature—partaker of the Divine nature 
 

Moses first delivered the Law or Ten Commandments, and 
judgments (Exo 20-24). He then delivered all sacrifices, laws of 
uncleanness…etc. (Lev-Num). Joshua then brought Israel into the 
Land, through a second baptism, representing the inheritance of 
the saints (Jos 1-3). 

2Pe 1:3  According as HIS DIVINE POWER HATH GIVEN UNTO 
US ALL THINGS THAT PERTAIN UNTO LIFE AND GODLINESS, 
through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory 
and virtue:  
2Pe 1:4  Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and 
precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of 
the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in 
the world through lust.   (Note the Order of Holiness) 



• Repentance is more than personal remorse, it’s turning to God 
 

Act 26:20 “But shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at 
Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts of Judaea, and then 
to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, and 
do works meet for repentance” 
 

Mat 3:7-8 “When he saw many of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees come to his baptism, he said unto them, O 
generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come? Bring forth therefore fruits meet for 
repentance” 
 

• There is a worldly regret that does not involve God (2Cor 7:10), 
and therefore still results in death. Scriptural repentance requires 
acknowledging the Truth and turning to God (Act 14:15; 1The 1:9). 

 

2Tim 2:25 “In meekness instructing those that oppose 
themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to 
the acknowledging of the truth” 
 

Repenting can also mean returning to a former lifestyle (Rev 2:5) 
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Not All Sin Equal: some offenses worse, some responsibility greater 
 
 

Luke 12:47-48 “Unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be 
much required” 
 

John 19:11 “He that delivered me unto thee hath the greater sin” 
 

Mat 23:14 “Ye shall receive the greater damnation” 
 

Jam 3:1-2 “Be not many (teachers), know that we shall receive the 
greater condemnation” (Lev 4:1-3; 13-14; 22-23; 27-28) 
 

Mat 12:31-32 “All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven 
unto men, but the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, it shall not be 
forgiven him” 
 

Mar 14:21 “Woe unto that man by whom the Son of man is 
betrayed! Good were it for that man if he had never been born” 
 
 

• Even under the Law, some offenses made one “unclean” for a 
period of time, while others made one “cut off” from Israel. 
Further, severe sin was punished by “stoning.” Therefore, the 
Law taught degrees of sin and degrees of punishment. 51 


